Mepal People

Mepal and Witcham CE Primary School to perform OLIVER!
By Nicola Jones, Head Teacher

On Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd December, 1pm and
6.30pm, Mepal and Witcham School’s hall will be
transformed into Fagin’s den and London Street scenes
as the children, staff, governors and parents perform
their version of “Oliver!”, the musical. It is a real team effort — many of
our parents have been making costumes and props, whilst adults and
children alike have been busy learning the songs and lines. Here are some
of the crew practising Oom Pah Pah!

They would love you to join them to watch their performance and tickets
may be obtained from the Post Office or from the school office on 01353
778300. We look forward to seeing you there!

S t M aryls Chur Ch We shall be having a Coffee Morning with ‘Bring. & Buy’

stall on Saturday January 21st from 10am — 12 midday at 17
Priest in Charge: Revd. Mary Hancock tel. 01353 778722 High Street, Mepal!
Churchwarden: Mrs Elizabeth Stazicker tel 01353 778129

For Advent & Christmas services, please see the pull out
calendar. For a full list of services please see notices at the
church & Post Office.
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Sk A VERY BlG Sk & Witcham Pre-school
Az Az By Karen Simpson, Chairperson
®  THANK YOU %
%:é . . %:é This term the pre-school has been busy
Als to all who made fanqum(.es ar?d send cards while | Az welcoming lots of new children and they have all settled
7Ix havebeen away in hospital, itwassokindtobe 2 very well. The children have all created their "all about me"
Az remembered in this way. Also, thank you to those Alz boxes which they will be sharing with the Friendship Club.
7N who remembered it was my 75th birthday and 7N We walked down to the church to attend the Harvest
é:é also sent cards. This has helped me recover from }K Festival service, which was enjoyed by children and parents
I, 2Vvery serious illness. Once more thank you all a2 alike.

7N and Season’s Greetings and Best Wishes for the 7N

\/ New Year. . Evnie Barlow \z The pre-school is holding a Sports with Santa event at the
égt ¢ 0 é‘\ pavilion on Saturday, 10th December, from 10.30 to
Az Az Az Mz 2z Az Az Az Az Az 2z 2z NIz 11.30am. There will be refreshments, tombola, cake stall,
/0\ ININININZIN NN 7NN 2N 72NN tuck shop, penalty shoot out and Santa will be there in his

grotto waiting to speak with all of the children.

About the Mepal & Witcham Pre-school

We cater for children aged from 2 years 9 months to school
age. Your child is entitled to 15 hours’ free childcare per
week. This funding is available the term after your child

Come unearth Mepal’s secrets

By Jane Edmenson & Jenny Sparrow turns 3 and is arranged through the pre-school. The session

fee for children under 3 years is £8. Open weekday mornings
Mepal Archive will be holding an Open Evening on 21st 9am — 1pm. Various session times are available. Please
January 2012 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Come and learn contact Helen on 778300 for more information.

more about YOUR village. Mike Delanoy will be coming along
with photos and information about Mepal’s canal. If you have
any photos, documents you would like to share please bring
them along. We have an extensive photo archive but are looking
to add to it. Look at our website on www.CCAN.co.uk

~MEPAL ARCHIVE GROUP

Grand Christmas Tombola!
Friday 23rd December, Mepal Village Hall
Eyes down 7.30pm




Mepal Gardening Club
By Sue Lunn

Well, here we are nearly at the end of another
year, one that was quite busy for us at the
Gardening Club. We have had some very good speakers, giving
us a wide variety of subjects all of which have been very
interesting and useful. Outings included a visit to Hyde Hall and
Beth Chatto’s garden in July and our annual barbeque was, as
usual, very enjoyable.

Our new programme for 2012 is complete, starting with a talk by
David White on Perennials, hopefully giving us some ideas for
the spring. 20th February sees Andrew Sankey giving us an
insight into Remedies, Cures and Superstitions. Both of these
talks begin at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.

There is still time to get tickets for our Christmas Party on
Friday 9th December at 8pm at the Village Hall from the Post
Office, Paul Driver (777692) or Tony Pleasance (777275).
There will be a complimentary drink on arrival, but don’t forget
to bring your favourite drinks for the rest of the evening. And
nusic will be courtesy of Leigh Murfett. So come along and let
this be your start to the Christmas Season.

Some of you may have noticed Paul Driver and his band of
volunteers recently planting more daffodils along the road into
the village. So come the spring we will have a really bright and
cheerful display to welcome residents and visitors to Mepal. A
big thank you to them.

All of us at Mepal Gardening Club wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year and hope to see old and new
members in the New Year. We meet every third Monday of the
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and have a varied
programme of speakers and outings. Membership is £10 for the
year or £2 for the evening. Tea, coffee and biscuits are included.

Just a reminder with the cold weather coming, bird food is
available from Allen Sallis (01353 775302) with free delivery.
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For expert help and advice on a m I

range of illnesses and complaints . -
I you can see your local Cambndgeshlre |

| pharmacist or visit NHS
Choices — www.nhs.uk or NHS Direct on 0845 46 47. You can |
I also get advice on how to access your nearest NHS Services.

| Accident and Emergency Departments should only be
| used in a critical or life-threatening situation.

I

|

|

What to do is your GP surgery is shut |

| If your local GP surgery is closed and you have a medical need |
| that can’t wait, you should telephone your normal GP

surgery number. You will be diverted automatically to the |

| out of hours service. Out of hours services generally operate I

I during the following times:

®» Monday to Friday 6.30pm to 8.00am |

| ®» 24 hours a day on Saturdays and Sundays I

®» 24 hours a day during Bank Holiday periods

| Emergency dentist |

| If you need to see a dentist urgently when your dentist is shut, [

the emergency number is 01223 471798. You cannot use this

service for lost fillings, crowns etc. |

|

|

|

1

For more information please visit NHS Cambridgeshire’s
website www.cambridgeshire.nhs.uk or telephone PALS

| ( Patient Advice & Liaison Service) on freephone 0800 279
2535.

Ye New Mepal Woode — part 11

By Mark Newstead
(on behalf of the Mepal Woodland Working Group)

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, But I have promises to
keep, And miles to go before I sleep.

The closing verse of the American poet Robert Frost’s perhaps
most enduring work Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
(1923) could be an allegory for the first meeting of the
Woodland Working Group on a cold night earlier this year . The
opportunity of creating a new community wood on the scrubland
behind Meadow Way along side the A142 was as tempting as the
poems evocative image of the woods filling with snow at night.
However, we too would have to travel a long road to fulfill that
promise.

Well our promise is soon to be fulfilled. On Wednesday14'™
December we will plant the trees that will one day grow into
woodland fit to inspire future poets. The new woodland is
something everyone in the village will benefit from and in that
spirit we want to invite the whole community to take part in the
planting.

We have organised a planting day, which is open to all villagers,
their friends and family. The land will be cleared and holes dug
ready to plant the 400+ traditional species sapling trees and
shrubs. Everyone and anyone are welcome to come down and
participate or just watch. People wishing to plant trees are asked
to bring a spade and wear stout gardening clothes (and a
Christmas hat to get into the festive spirit!). Planting will begin
at 10am on Wednesday 14™ December and tea and coffee will
be available. There will also be a celebratory post-planting
cream tea in the School Hall from 3.15pm. People are welcome
to stay all day or just drop in for part of the day but please do
come along and support the project.

Planting the new woodland will bring huge benefits to the
village by improving the landscape and giving us a new leisure
area. Not to mention helping to counter climate change and
providing a habitat for many species of animals and plants. We
shall then be able to say with pride our woods are lovely, dark
and deep and we have kept our promises and earned our sleep!!
Most deserving of that contented rest will be Sally Shipley, who
has travelled many miles (all be they cyber miles) to secure the
funding for this project, acquire the land and plan the planting.
But Sally has certainly fulfilled her promises!

If you would like more information or to offer your help please
contact Sally Shipley, Clerk to the Parish Council. For further
information about the project: www.eastcambs.gov.uk/
environment/planting-parishes and follow the link to “Mepal.”

Crafty Christmas Ideas
by Sarah-Jean Holmes

If, like me, money is too tight to mention, making
a gift is not only easier on the wallet but more
thoughtful than bought. If you think that handmade gifts are naff or
pfft! “I can't make anything!”, the trick is to play to your strengths.
I'm not bad at drawing, so my family will be getting books. My friend
H is a phenomenal baker, so she'll be making edible gifts. Another
friend C will be offering gifts of time like babysitting. I’ve received
and loved a fantastic hand-knitted blanket, well-researched mixed
CDs, and... ahem... a gift certificate for a “Spoil Me” hour with The
Husband!

So if you can't splash the cash, then why not give them your time and
your love. Oh, and have a Happy Christmas & jolly New Year
from the Mepal Produce & Craft Show Committee!


http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/environment/planting-parishes
http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/environment/planting-parishes

Registered charity No 297314

By David Stazicker

\/
</ ’ East Cambridgeshire District
Council have now confirmed
that provided we meet
appropriate conditions the

Mepal Village Hall  £3.650 “Section 106" money

is available towards the cost
NETSRE O il leWuiclaulols Yl of re-cquipping the kitchen.

The first task is to renew the

flooring, which will have to
be done by contractors. We are getting quotations and hope to
get this work carried out soon.

We have a recurrent problem with weeds growing through the
tarmac around the hall. Repeated applications of weedkiller
only keep the weeds at bay for a few weeks. The only lasting
solution is to renew the tarmac completely, and we are getting
quotations for this as well. This will be an expensive job, and
we shall need to look for grants towards the cost. Another
improvement, which we can achieve ourselves, is to improve
the appearance of the front of the Hall facing the car park.
Look out for some brighter coloured paintwork.

Most of you will already know that Ernie Barlow is in now
home. We hope that before long he will once more be able to
join in our activities again.

There has been plenty of entertainment at the Hall since the last
Mepal People appeared. On 30th September Peter Carter, the
last eel-catcher in Ely, gave a fascinating illustrated talk about
his life and times and traditional fenland skills. Then we have
had two excellent and very different shows from Arts in Cambs
on Tour. On 15th October there was “Back to the Land Girls”,
an entertaining comedy inspired by the wartime Women’s Land
Army. On 12th November Mervyn Stutter returned after a gap
of nearly four years and once more had us aching with laughter
at his hilarious jokes and songs.

Contact the Committee: Chairman — Allen Sallis 775302;
Vice-Chairman — Gordon Reid 775150; Treasurer — Ruth
Pitcher 775178; Secretary — David Stazicker 778129

To hire the Hall Contact Jenny on 778895

Local community groups & private parties : £10 per hour;

local community groups before 6pm, reduced to £8.
Registered charity fundraising events: £5 per hour.
Commercial bookings: please enquire.

Rememberance Sunday
By Elizabeth Stazicker

We were again privileged to have so many of the Friends of the
RAF 75 (NZ) Squadron with us as the village remembered those
who served in both World Wars, and in engagements since.

Arrangements were more difficult this year, various of the major
players being absent at vital points, and unfortunately the earlier
start (to accommodate the scattering of ashes) was not apparently
sufficiently well publicised. In addition, the arrangements for
refreshments broke down — but disaster was averted through the
swift reaction of Parish Council and Village Hall representatives,
and those who could wait a short time had at least a warm drink
(and the lucky ones a biscuit!).

I am asked to thank those who helped out unexpectedly, to

apologise to everyone who was incommoded, and to reassure you

that next year things will return to their normal smooth course.

Christmas with

B Footlights!
¥ By Barbara Green

b 1t feels like I've been singing

¥ barbershop forever, but it has been
> twenty years and this year, we’ll be

; . singing at the Mepal Village Hall on
Saturday 10th December, from 7.30pm. Sadly, there won’t be a
bar, but feel free to bring your own tipples. Start your Christmas
off with an evening of song and Christmas fun! Tickets are just
£5 from Mepal Stores or call 774711.

Kick up your heels with the

Mepal Line Dancers
By Allen Sallis

I'm sorry to say that the Mepal Line dancing class that was
held on Tuesday mornings at the Village Hall has had to close
due to lack of support. However, the class held on Thursday
evenings will continue since this is still well attended. If you
feel like a bit of exercise whilst having fun then please join us
- the cost is £4.00 per session.

The Mepal Line Dancers will be joining forces with groups
from Chatteris and Somersham for a Charity Line Dance to
be held at Somersham British Legion Hall at 7.30 on Friday
25th November. Charities supported will be Parkinson's Dis-
ease Society, MacMillan Cancer Support and The British
Legion. If you would like to join in the fun or would like to
make a donation to any of the Charities then please ring Allen
on 775302.

Community CARTS¥, is the new name with a great new
leaping youth on its logo for a local youth charity. But
behind the new face is a strong team of local, experienced
and enthusiastic youth workers and volunteers, who
formed the new charity to run local youth clubs and youth
projects for the rural Fenland Border Villages of East
Cambridgeshire (Mepal, Witcham, Sutton, Witchford, Little
Downham). Being a charity now means the local parishes
can enjoy having a local youth team regardless of local
council and national politics.

Mepal Youth Club has been up and running on Tuesday
nights since September. So far we have had a Reptile
Workshop where young people got to “meet'n'greet”
insects and reptiles AND got to cuddle a very friendly
meerkat! We're also running a healthy eating/learn how to
cook project — learning comes with a good meal! “Jiggle!
Jiggle!” is all getting physical and in spring 2012, we will
play host to an "It's A Knockout" event, made possible
with Lottery Funding.

So why not come along and find out more about us and all
the great stuff we’ve got planned for the year: trips, gigs,
events and more! For more information go to our new
website: http://communitycarts.co.uk/

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year from all the team
at CARTS.


http://communitycarts.co.uk/
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Report of Activities to 30th Nov 2011

Councillors: Mr Mike Stacey (Chairman), Mrs Elizabeth Stazicker (Vice-Chairman), Mr Ron Slough, Mr Glenn Drew,
Mr Tony Pleasance, Mr Allen Sallis, Mr Roy Harknett
Correspondence to: Sally Shipley, Clerk, 50 Chestnut Way, Mepal, Ely, CB6 2YR

Tel: 01353 774994 Email: mepalparishcouncil@msn.com

Mepal Village Vision: at the November meeting, the
parish council received a presentation from Abigail
Taylor, Forward Planning Officer of East Cambridgeshire
District Council, regarding the results of the Mepal
Village Vision Consultation. Disappointingly only 36
responses to the consultation were received. As a result
of the consultation, two key issues were considered by
the council; the first was whether the parish council
would support new housing growth on the edge of the
village? It was resolved that the village does not require
any further housing development outside of the
development envelope save any that may be necessary if
a need for affordable housing is identified. The second
issue was whether the parish council would support
employment growth within the village? Again it was
resolved that the parish council does not support
allocation of land outside the development envelope for
employment growth purposes. As a result of these
decisions, Mepal will be identified as a low growth
village within the Local Plan; any future growth will be
within the current development envelope. Consultation
on the new draft of the local plan will take place in
spring next year.

Setting of the precept for 2012/13: at the
Full Council meeting in November, the Parish
Council resolved to set the estimated precept
figure at £31,725 for 2012/13 which equates
to an increase of 4.8% on the current financial
year. The budget will be reviewed again in
January before the final figure is agreed.

Mepal Woodland: as you will see from the

separate article within this issue, this project has moved
forward over the last couple of months and a Planting
Day has now been arranged on Wednesday 14th
December. We would welcome your help in the planting
of some 400+ trees. Come and join us on site from 10:00
(please bring a spade and a festive hat!); the children
from the primary school will be lending a hand in the
afternoon once their tummies are full of Christmas lunch!
Afternoon tea for volunteers will be served at the school
at the end of the planting. If you are unable to help then
please just come along and cheer us on!

Highway Warden: Roy Harknett has kindly agreed to
take on the role of Highway Warden for Mepal. Roy will
be working closely with the Highways Authority at
Witchford to identify any issues within the village. If you
notice a problem with any of the roads or footpaths then
please contact Roy on 777761.

Extending the Winter Service 2011/12: Roy Harknett
and Phil Martin have recently attended training with
Cambridgeshire Highways Authority to extend the winter
gritting service in the village. The County Council has
provided equipment (spreaders and shovels) and a pallet
of salt which will be stored at the Village Hall. On the
instruction of the Highways Authority, the following

Mepal Parish Council

Website: www.mepalparish.org.uk

areas of the village will be gritted by Roy & Phil; the
footpath on the west side of Sutton Road from the
crossing point to the top of Brangehill Lane and along the
south side of Brangehill Lane to the crossing point
opposite the school. The area outside the front entrance of
the school. The north side of the High Street from Sutton
Road to Laurel Close. The east side of Sutton Road from
High Street to the Chestnut Way bus stop. The passage
from Sutton Road through to Meadow Way. The footpath
within the recreation field that leads to the community
pavilion. To extend this service even further next winter,
more volunteers are needed. Please contact the Clerk if
you can help.

Renewable Energy for Mepal Community Pavilion: by
the time you read this report, the photovoltaic panels may
well have been installed on the roof of the pavilion. If
not, they will be there very soon! The Working Party will
be arranging a “green” community event in the New Year
to provide information to residents about the latest
renewable energy technologies and the availability of any
grant funding,

Consultations: since the last report, the parish
council has consider the following consultations;
Boundary Commission 2013 Review of
Parliamentary Constituencies in England. Whilst
the parish council noted a change to the
constituency for Mepal, no comment was made on
the consultation. Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Minerals & Waste Local
Development Framework consultation on Draft
Supplementary Planning Document — RECAP
(Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Waste Partnership)
Waste Management Design Guide. No comment was
made on this consultation. Cambridgeshire County
Council consultation on review of the decision to remove
all subsidised bus service funding,

This consultation required responses from individuals
rather than from the parish council and was therefore
advertised within the village.

Planning: since the last report, the following planning
application has been considered; change of use of land
from minerals extraction and processing to minerals
extraction and motor sports usage involving formation of
4 metre high bunding for noise suppression and siting of
4 containers for use as storage (retrospective) at the land
at Block Fen Drove, Mepal. The parish council resolved
to object strongly to this application.

Next Meeting: the next meeting of Mepal Parish Council
will be on Monday 9th January 2012 at 7.30pm in
Mepal Village Hall. Everyone is welcome to attend and
should you have any items of local concern then you may
address the Council at the Open Forum.

Finally, we wish everyone a Very Happy Christmas
and a Peaceful 2012.
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